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March 5, 2004

California Bay-Delta Authority Members
California Bay-Delta Authority

650 Capitol Mall, 5th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814 .

Dear Authority Members,

I am writing on behalf of Teamster union members throughout
California to express our organization's support for balanced implementation
of the CalFed Bay-Delta Program (“CalFed™). Specifically, we have long
supported efforts which will result in the development and construction of
new surface water storage projects which could increase new water supphes
and provide much-needed additional storage for California. -

 From the perspectlve of our union, it is important the CalFed program
achieve the goal of increasing water supply rehablhty ‘and new storage
capacity in order to meet the demands of a rapidly growing population and
support our state’s infrastructure needs. Clearly, California’s economy cannot
expand without a stable and reliable source of water.

We understand the California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
recently released a state feasibility study of the In-Delta Storage Project, one
of the five surface storage projects that the CalFed program is currently
studying for potential implementation. While an economic analysis is yet to be
complete, DWR’s report found the project technically feasible and determined
that the project “could provide a variety of benefits and contribute to meeting
each of CalFed’s four objectives for water supply reliability, water quality,
ecosystem restoration and levee system integrity.” (Source: DWR’s Draft
Executive Summary, In-Delta Storage Program State Feasibility Study,
January 2004).

This announcement is an important step forward for the state and the
water industry at large as any real progress in constructing new surface water
storage facilities has yet to materialize, despite the constant calls for action.
We understand all other proposed storage projects under consideration by
CalFed are at very preliminary phases of investigation. To date, the In-Delt
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Storage Project is the only proposed water storage and supply project to have been
determined technically feasible. Beyond its water supply benefits, we are encouraged to see a
project advance that can also provide complimentary benefits in water quality, ecosystem

restoration and levee stablhty, and provide operational flexibility for the state and federal water
projects. :

Therefore, we strongly encourage the California Bay-Delta Authority to move forward in
its investigation of the In-Delta Storage Project, including any necessary economic and

environmental reviews. Given the benefits identified by DWR, the project merits a thorough
investigation. : :

On behalf of the Teamsters, thank you again for your leadersh1p role in advancmc the
CalFed Bay-Delta Program.

Le; gistative Director

CC: Patrick Wright, Director, California Bay-Delta Authority
Jeremy Aurrich, California Department of Water Resources '
Dan Skopec, Office of the Governor . .. L
Dennis Albiani, Office of the Governor . ..~
Bay Delta Public Advisory Committee R
California State Senate Agriculture and Water Committee
California State Assembly Water, Parks. & Wildlife Commlttee
Honorable Dianne Femstem P
Honorable Barbara Boxer
Honorable Richard Pombo .
Honorable Doug Ose o :
Honorable Robert Matsui i
Chuck Mack, Chairperson, CTPAC. .. ;= ..
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